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Welcome to the hidden gem of the Basque Country:
the Camino del Pais Vasco
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Nestled in northern Spain, the Camino del Pais Vasco offers a journey rich in Basque
culture, landscapes, and traditions. Unlike the well-trodden routes of the Camino de

Santiago, this lesser-known path invites travelers to explore a blend of natural beauty,
historical depth, and cultural immersion.
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Euskadi, or the Basque Country, is a land of striking contrasts. Its diverse terrain ranges
from the dramatic cliffs and beaches of the Cantabrian Sea to the rugged peaks of the
Pyrenees and rolling vineyards inland. The Atlantic Ocean carves the coastline, while lush
valleys and dense forests offer a serene escape, and mountains provide sweeping
panoramic views.

This Camino dates back to the Middle Ages, connecting the Camino Francés and the
Camino del Norte. Pilgrims once walked these paths, drawn to Santiago de Compostela
and enchanted by the Basque Country’s mystical landscapes and heritage. Today, the route
begins in the fishing town of Pasajes, weaving from the stunning Bay of La Concha in San
Sebastidn to Bilbao, capturing the region’s essence along the way,.

The journey offers countless highlights: the iconic flysch cliffs of Zumaia, shaped over
millions of years; the tranquil Urola Valley; and medieval villages where cobblestone streets
and stone houses tell stories of centuries past. Along the way, travelers can explore ancient
churches and monasteries, steeped in history and spirituality.

Walking the Camino del Pais Vasco is also a chance to experience the Basque Country’s
vibrant identity. The distinct language, Euskera, and traditions come alive in every village,
and the cuisine—ranging from pintxos in San Sebastidn to hearty meals in countryside
cider houses—is world-renowned. Accommodations, from boutique hotels to charming
rural guesthouses, reflect the region’s unique character.

Organized by 1501 Adventures, this Camino is more than just a walk; it’s a carefully
designed journey into the heart of Euskadi. With full support, including luggage transfers,
transportation, and customizable stages, every detail is handled so travelers can focus on
the experience.
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The Camino del Pais Vasco isn’t just a route to Santiago; it’s a path into one of Spain’s most
captivating regions. Each step reveals new stories, every turn offers breathtaking views,
and every moment brings you closer to the magic and soul of the Basque Country,.

HIGHLIGHTS

Exclusive Journey, Lasting Memories: The standout highlight of this trip is the exclusive private
experience we offer.

San Sebastian: The famous La Concha Beach awaits with its stunning golden arc of sand. The perfect
spot to indulge in pintxos at local bars, experiencing the richness of Basque gastronomy.

Zumaia and the Flysch Cliffs: Zumaia dazzles us with the Flysch cliffs, unique geological formations
that reveal millions of years of history. This breathtaking landscape is a highlight of the Camino,
offering spectacular views of the Cantabrian Sea.

Unique and Characterful Hotels: Each night offers a distinct experience—from the stylish Hotel
Zinema7, inspired by San Sebastian’s iconic film festival, to rural gems like Gaintza, a working
txakolindegi —sparkling white wine winery—, and Usotegi, a beautifully restored historic iron forge.
Along the way, enjoy the understated luxury of Hotel Ur Bare, perched directly above the waves in
Zarautz.

Urola Valley and the Sanctuary of Loyola: The green and fertile Urola Valley leads us to the majestic
Sanctuary of Loyola. This site, of great spiritual significance, is the birthplace of Saint Ignatius of
Loyola, offering a unique experience of peace and reflection.

Two Nights by the Sea in Lekeitio: Midway through the journey, we return to the coast for a two-night
stay in the picturesque fishing town of Lekeitio. Here, we rest at the Palacio Uribarren, a seafront
mansion that once hosted Spanish royalty and now welcomes guests with historic charm, elegant
interiors, and unbeatable views over the Bay of Biscay.

Bilbao and the Guggenheim Museum: The Camino eventually leads us to Bilbao, a city that blends
modernity with tradition. The Guggenheim and its iconic architecture, where contemporary art meets
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the region’s rich cultural and industrial heritage.

Vizcaya Bridge: A UNESCO World Heritage site, the Vizcaya Bridge is an engineering marvel connecting
both sides of the Nervion River. This iconic bridge offers impressive views and is a symbol of the
Basque Country’s industrial heritage.

Medieval Villages of the Basque Country: Along the Camino, we pass through picturesque medieval
villages such as Getaria and Pasajes, where cobblestone streets, stone houses, and small fishing ports
transport us back in time.

Gastronomy in Traditional Restaurants: Throughout the journey, we enjoy stops at traditional Basque
restaurants; typical dishes like bacalao a la vizcaina and txangurro -spider crab- are served,
accompanied by local wines and cider for an authentic culinary experience.

LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY

We follow an ancient route through the Basque Country, now part of the Camino de Santiago,
winding through its diverse and stunning landscapes. Known for its dramatic ascents and descents,
this Camino is more challenging than others due to its rugged terrain. To ensure you can fully enjoy
the breathtaking scenery and key highlights, we’ve shortened some walking days for a more
balanced experience.

We will reach a maximum altitude of 1050 ft, and the total length will be around 60 miles.

311 m/1.050 ft

0m/ft 100 km / 60 Mi
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TYPICAL WEATHER

| q

The Basque Country’s temperate maritime climate makes it ideal for walking the Camino
year-round. Winters are cool and damp, with temperatures from 8°C to 14°C (46-57°F) , while
summers are warm yet comfortable, averaging 20°C to 26°C (68-79°F) . Frequent rains, especially in

spring and autumn, keep the landscapes lush, but sunny days are also common, offering a pleasant
balance.

By late September and early October, coastal temperatures average 17°C (63°F) and inland 14°C
(59°F). While some rain is likely, it often alternates with clear skies, making this a perfect season to
enjoy the region’s natural beauty.

WHAT 'S INCLUDED

All nights accommodation in 3-4 star hotels and caserios (farm restored Basque houses)
All breakfasts, all lunches and 5 dinners, including wine.

Water and snacks along the way.

2 bilingual guides (English and Spanish)

All baggage transport and vehicle support.

Book of the Basque Country

WHAT’S NOT INCLUDED

Pre or post travel to the start of the trip in the Basque Country

e Extra drinks (spirits, shots...).

e Massages

e Guides gratuities. Our guides are outstanding professionals. If you are happy about their work, we
suggest a 150€ per person per guide.
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FULL ITINERARY (9 days / 8 nights)

Day 1, San Sebastian - Meet your guides

After our Orientation Meeting, we begin with a
tour of San Sebastian, starting at the iconic La
Concha Beach.

We then stroll through the charming Parte Vieja
(Old Town), exploring Plaza de la Constitucion and
its lively cafes.

The day ends with a delightful dinner at a
renowned pintxos bar, savoring Basque tapas and
local wines.

Distance: 3k / 2 miles - around the city
Gain / loss elevation: —
Meals included: Welcome dinner in San Sebastian Old Quarter

Accommodation: Hotel Zinema 7, San Sebastidn
A cinematic tribute in a quiet neighborhood of the city’s cultural capital
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FULL ITINERARY (9 days / 8 nights)

Day 2, San Sebastian - Pasajes

We begin the day walking along the scenic
coastal path that leads from San Sebastian to
the picturesque fishing village of Pasajes,
following the Camino in reverse.

This stretch offers sea views, wooded trails, and
a glimpse into the traditional Basque
countryside, passing by old caserios and quiet
coves.

In the afternoon, we return to San Sebastian for
some free time at the hotel, followed by a fun
pintxos tour that dives deeper into the city’s

vibrant culinary scene.

Distance: 13 km / 8.1 miles approx.
Gain / loss elevation: +/- 350m (1000 ft) approx.
Meals included: breakfast, lunch and dinner: a pintxos tour in San Sebastian
Accommodation: Hotel Zinema 7, San Sebastian
A cinematic tribute in a quiet neighborhood of the city’s cultural capital
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FULL ITINERARY (9 days / 8 nights)

Day 3, San Sebastian - Zarauz

We begin our ascent up Monte Igeldo, pausing
to take in sweeping views of the bay. The
rugged Basque coastline then leads us through
rolling hills and quaint hamlets, with the sea as
our constant companion, until we reach the
charming fishing port of Orio.

From there, we continue to Hotel Ur Bare, a
recent discovery and a delightful upgrade we're
sure you’ll love. With its modern design, warm
atmosphere, and breathtaking ocean views, it’s

the perfect place to unwind.

Later in the evening, enjoy a free dinner in
Zarauz, a lively coastal town with a vibrant

surfer culture and a wide range of seaside
restaurants.

Walking distance: 17.7 km / 11 mi approx.
Gain / loss elevation: +/- 380 m (1250 ft) approx.
Meals included: breakfast and lunch

Accommodation: Hotel Ur Bare, Zarauz
Minimalist luxury above the waves, steps from the sand.
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FULL ITINERARY (9 days / 8 nights)

Day 4, Zarauz - Zumaia

We start from Hotel Ur Bare and follow the
scenic seaside path toward Getaria, the
birthplace of Juan Sebastian Elcano, the famed
explorer who completed the first
circumnavigation of the globe.

Along the way, we walk through terraced
vineyards where txakoli, the region’s crisp
white wine, is grown on ocean-facing slopes.

Once in Getaria, we’ll visit a local winery
where txakoli is produced, learning more
about this unique Basque tradition.

The day ends with dinner in the port, enjoying
fresh seafood and the relaxed charm of this
coastal village.

Walking distance: 11 km / 7 miles approx
Gain / loss elevation: +/- 300 m (980 ft) approx.
Meals included: breakfast, lunch and dinner

Accommodation: Hotel & Wine Gaintza, Getaria
A working txakolindegi nestled among coastal vineyards.
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FULL ITINERARY (9 days / 8 nights)

Day 5, Zumaia - Deba

We begin the day at the Basque Coast
Geopark, where Zumaia’s ancient rock layers
reveal over 60 million years of geological
history.

The trail leads us along dramatic cliffs and
green farmlands, with sweeping views of the
sea, as we make our way to Deba, home to the
Gothic Church of Santa Maria.

Afterward, we transfer inland to Ansotegi, one
of the oldest surviving ferrerias (iron forges) in
Europe. Nestled in a quiet valley, this historic
building has been beautifully restored and
offers a unique overnight stay that connects us
with the Basque Country’s industrial heritage.

Walking distance: 14 km / 8.7 miles approx.
Gain / loss elevation: +/- 425 m (1400 ft)
Meals included: breakfast and lunch

Accommodation: Hotel Rural Usotegi, Markina-Xemein
A historic iron forge turned rustic retreat in the Basque hills.
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FULL ITINERARY (9 days / 8 nights)

Day 6, Markina - Lekeitio

Today we set off from Markina and follow a
peaceful inland trail toward the Monastery of
Zenarruza, a medieval site that still welcomes

pilgrims with quiet hospitality.

From there, we continue along part of the
historic Wine and Fish Route, an ancient trade
path that once connected the inland valleys
with the Basque coast.

By late afternoon, we return to the ocean,
arriving in Lekeitio, a charming seaside town
where we'll settle in for a two-night stay.

Walking distance: 13 km / 8.1 miles approx
Gain / loss elevation: -50 / +260 m (-160 / +850 ft)
Meals included: breakfast, lunch and dinner

Accommodation: Palacio Uribarren, Lekeitio
A seaside palace with soul, just steps from the beach.
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Day 7, Zenarruza - Gernika

We embark on the final leg of our Northern
Camino de Santiago, making our way into
Guernica, a town forever etched in history by
Pablo Picasso’s haunting painting of its
bombing during the Spanish Civil War, carries
deep significance.

In centuries past, the Lords of Biscay would
gather here under a towering oak tree to affirm
their fueros—the self-governing laws that
preserved Basque autonomy.

Walking distance: 18 km / 11 miles approx
Gain / loss elevation: +380/-700 m (+1250/-2350 ft)
Meals included: breakfast and lunch

Accommodation: Palacio Uribarren, Lekeitio
A seaside palace with soul, just steps from the beach.
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FULL ITINERARY (9 days / 8 nights)

Day 8, Punta Galea - Bilbao

Our final walk takes us along the coastal trail in
Getxo, offering stunning views of the Basque
coastline. We'll cross the iconic Biscay Bridge, a
125-year-old UNESCO World Heritage site.

Before our farewell dinner, we’ll explore the
historic Old Quarter, visit the Cathedral of
Santiago, and stroll through Plaza Nueva.

The trip ends with a special farewell dinner,
where we’ll share memories and say
Agur!—the Basque way of saying goodbye—.

Walking distance: 12.5 km / 7.8 miles approx.
Gain / loss elevation: +160/-180 m (+525/-590 ft)
Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

Accommodation: Carlton Ritz, Bilbao
Timeless elegance in the city’s heart—your grand finale in Bilbao.
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Day 9, Bilbao - Airport

A farewell from your guides: from here, each of you continues your own adventure. In
1501, we’ll be here, ready to share many more with you!
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